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believe that either government, however desirous of carry- 
ing its own points in the Conference, has allowed itself 
to think of war as a possibility. Such a war to-day, in 
the very heart of the civilized world, would be an infin- 
ite calamity, beside which the great conflict far away in 
Manchuria, frightful as it was, would pale into insignifi- 
cance. Both the governments know this, and they will 
find some pacific way out of the difficulty, because they 
must. And the other twelve powers represented at 
Algeciras will throw the whole weight of their influence 
for a pacific adjustment. 



The ship subsidy bill which has been 
Disguised passed by the Senate is bad from another 

Conscription. . 

point of view besides that for which it 
has generally been criticised as favoring the few at 
the expense of the many. It contains a clause allowing 
five dollars per ton to the ship owner who employs a cer- 
tain proportion of men who will bind themselves by con- 
tract to serve in the navy if called upon. They are to 
be drilled in marine tactics, and are to be paid a small 
amount by the government. The purpose of this clause 
is to get men to serve on the battleships. Ordinary 
enlistment fails to secure enough recruits, men being 
loath to bind themselves directly to the slavish and 
intolerable life of a sailor on what have been not un- 
aptly called "floating coffins" of steel. If this meas- 
ure should become law, it would result, through the 
temptation laid before the ship owners, in making a 
large number of our merchant vessels recruiting places 
for the navy. It is, as the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
says, unworthy of the dignity of a great government to 
get men for the battleships in this indirect way. The 
ships of commerce, which are among the greatest instru- 
ments of peace and world-friendship, ought to be kept 
absolutely free from all taint of militarism, and if the 
government is in a business which is so repulsive that it 
cannot get men by ordinary methods to carry it] on, 
then it ought immediately to set about seeing how it 
may get out of the business. 

A Social and Tea was given by the President and 
Directors of the American Peace Society in the rooms 
of the Twentieth Century Club, 3 Joy Street, to the 
Members of the Society and their friends in and around 
Boston, on Tuesday afternoon, February 27, from four to 
six o'clock. Over one hundred and sixty persons ac- 
cepted the invitation, of whom about one hundred and 
fifty were present. After an hour and more spent in 
social intercourse " over the teacups," brief remarks were 
made by the President, Hon. Robert Treat Paine, by 
Mrs. Edwin D. Mead, Mr. Mead, Rabbi Charles Fleischer, 
Rev. Edward Cummings, and by the Secretary, Ben- 



jamin F. Trueblood. Among those present were Mrs. 
James B. Miles, widow of Dr. Miles, a former secretary 
of the American Peace Society, who founded the Inter- 
national Law Association in 1872-73; Mrs. William C. 
Chapin, granddaughter of William Watson, who first 
published the Advocate of Peace at Hartford, Conn., in 
1834; and Mrs. Abbie Ballou Hey wood, daughter of 
Adin Ballou, the distinguished New England preacher 
and reformer of half a century ago. The occasion was 
greatly enjoyed by all present. 



Brevities. 

. . . The Australian Herald, Melbourne, Australia, whose 
editor is Dr. Charles Strong, is throwing the weight of 
its influence constantly and powerfully in favor of the 
movement for international friendship and peace, and 
towards the counteracting in Australia of the evil in- 
fluences of the late South African war. 

. . . The General Peace League of the Netherlands, 
entitled " Vrede door Hecht," has taken the first steps 
toward the holding of a great international peace fete at 
The Hague, probably next year at the time of the laying 
of the corner-stone of the Peace Palace, for which Mr. 
Carnegie has furnished the funds. All the peace so- 
cieties will be asked to send representatives, and also to 
make a contribution toward the expenses of the feite, 
which will necessarily be considerable. 

. . . The Kansas State Peace Society held its third 
annual meeting at the Friends' University, Wichita, on 
the 21st of February. The program included a discus- 
sion of the question of "Disarmament and the Means of 
Attaining It" and that of a "World Congress." We 
have not received details of the proceedings. 

... On February 20, General Oliver, acting Secretary 
of War, authorized the issue of the Krag-Jorgensen rifles 
to institutions of learning where military science and 
tactics are taught, to replace the 24,000 Springfield cadet 
rifles with which they are now equipped. Think of put- 
ting into the hands of school boys these rifles that will 
drive a ball through three feet of solid wood ! 

. . . The Herald of Peace, speaking of the English 
election, says : " The results of the election are simply 
overwhelming, and from our standpoint most satisfac- 
tory. Up to the present 664 constituencies have been 
polled, and the ministerial majority is 360. Ordinarily 
this might not concern us so much ; but the defeated 
government was identified with the cause we are pledged 
to oppose, and for that reason alone, if there was no 
other consideration, we are bound to be gratified. It is 
to be hoped that the Party of Peace, Retrenchment and 
Reform will use this huge majority wisely and well." 

... At a recent congress of schoolmasters and mis- 
tresses in Milan, Italy, those present pledged themselves 
to do all in their power to form the consciences of their 
pupils in relation to the subject of peace and inter- 
national good-will, to the end that the triumph of the 
principles of peace might no longer be the dream of a 
few, but the fervent desire of all. 
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... To the new Convention between Bulgaria and 
Servia, which is to ran for ten years, a provision is at- 
tached for the appointment of a mixed commission for 
the exact determination of the Serbo-Bulgarian frontier 
as laid down by the Berlin treaty. 

... It is reported that the Russian government is 
nearly ready to present to the various governments 
which have been invited to take part in the approaching 
Hague Conference a draft program of the subjects to be 
considered. 

. . . Among the resolutions passed at the recent annual 
meeting of the State Federation of Women's Clubs of 
California was one declaring the 18th day of May, the 
anniversary of the opening of the Hague Conference in 
1899, peace day for the clubs, and urging that at that 
time peace be the subject for sermons, addresses, exer- 
cises in the schools, etc. 

... In his address at the annual meeting of the Fed- 
eration of Women's Clubs of California on February 9th, 
at San Jose, President David Starr Jordan declared that 
the greatest asset of the Pacific Coast States was the 
goodwill of the Orient, and that without this goodwill 
the trade of Japan and China could not be secured and 
retained. A just attitude toward China and Japan, he 
said, must be maintained, and a universal law should be 
established in regard to the exclusion of undesirable 
immigrants, which would put all countries on a similar 
footing. 

... At a recent meeting of the French National 
Socialist Council the following resolution was voted : 
" As soon as secret or public events awaken fear of a 
conflict between governments and render war possible or 
probable, the socialist parties of the peoples involved 
shall immediately, on the invitation of the International 
Socialist Bureau, enter into direct relations with each 
other with the purpose of determining what action shall 
be taken by the working men and socialists, in their 
separate countries and unitedly, in order to prevent war. 
At the same time the socialist parties of the other coun- 
tries shall be notified by the secretary of the Inter- 
national Socialist Bureau which shall meet officially, in 
order to direct the action of the entire international 
socialist party with the view of preventing war." 

. . . The Worcester (Mass.) W. C. T. U. devoted its 
meetings of February 15 largely to peace topics. In 
the afternoon parlor social at the home of Mrs. A. A. 
Bigelow opening responsive readings were given, which 
had been prepared by the department of peace and arbi- 
tration. In the evening exercises Longfellow's " Arsenal 
at Springfield " was recited by Miss D. D. Barrows, say- 
ings of noted military men against war were presented 
by Mrs. M. D. Ware, the " Wastefulness of War " was 
read by Miss Jennie Sutcliffe, and the " Horrors of 
War " by Miss Grace Taylor. Mrs. Lothrop discussed 
what women can do to promote peace, and Mrs. Myra 
Taylor, of Leicester, gave an account of the erection of 
the statue of Christ on the Andean boundary between 
the Argentine Republic and Chile. 

... A dispatch from Berlin, February 19, says that 
Chancellor von Btllow is confident that the government 
will have an easy majority over the opposition to giving 



the United States reciprocal tariff treaty rates for six- 
teen months, in order to see if the United States will 
not agree to a new commercial treaty. On November 
29 last the German government proposed the conclusion 
of a new treaty with the United States which should 
take account of the changed circumstances. This is a fair 
and friendly proposition to which our government ought 
to have responded at once in the most cordial way. 
" He that hath friends must show himself friendly." 
Von Biilow has pronounced the idea of a war between 
Germany and England " a piece of stupidity." 

. . . After the frightful massacres and devastations on 
the Caspian Sea an agreement, pending arbitration, has 
been arrived at between Tartars and Armenians, ten 
Armenians and ten Musselmans, all rich men, undertak- 
ing to guarantee with their fortunes the strict observance 
of the agreement. 

... Sir Edward Cornwall, a member of the new 
British Parliament, has advanced in the English press 
the idea of a Congress of the Capitals of the world. The 
proposition has been approved by the Committee of the 
Peace Society of London. It grew out of the friendly 
intercourse between London and Paris under the leader- 
ship of Baron d'Estournelles de Constant, Sir Thomas 
Barclay and others. Such a congress of representatives 
of the eminent citizens of the capitals of all the nations 
of the world would be eminently useful in promoting 
good understanding and friendship. 

... On the 27th of February the House of Commons 
voted an appropriation of $273,080 to compensate France 
for the surrender of her fishing rights on the coast of 
Newfoundland. These rights were given up in the 
agreement between France and Great Britain two years 
ago for the pacific adjustment of all their outstanding 
differences. 

. . . Klaus Wagner has written a book in German 
entitled " Krieg," in which he attempts to prove that the 
saying of Von Moltke that " Perpetual peace is a dream, 
and not even a beautiful dream," is sound, and that the 
whole of our civilization and prosperity is the product 
of war. Any one who wishes to amuse himself by seeing 
what an ingenious argument can be made for the worst 
of causes may like to know that "Krieg" is published 
by Von Hermann Castenoble, Jena, Germany. 



How the Baroness von Suttner Wrote 
"Lay Down Your Arms." 

In the Independent for February 1, the Baroness von 
Suttner, the recipient of the Nobel Peace prize in De- 
cember last, thus describes the way in which she came 
to write her now famous story, " Die Waffen Nieder " 
(" Lay Down Your Arms ") : 

" It was toward the end of the year 1880, when I had 
already reached a mature age and was in the midst of 
zealous studies in science, philosophy and history, that 
the idea dawned on me and soon became a deep-set con- 
viction that war was an institution handed down to us 
by the barbarians and to be removed by civilization. At 
this same moment I learned by accident that a society 
existed in England based on this same idea and aiming 



